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earnestly about the subjects to which they
thus address themselves. But I do not see
that earnestness is in the least incompatible
with lightness of touch and even with
humour, though I have sometimes been
accused of displaying none. Socrates was
in earnest about his ideas, but the penalty
he paid for treating them lightly was that
he was put to death for being so sceptical
I should not at all like the idea of being put
to death for my ideas; but I am wholly in
earnest about them, and have never con-
sciously said anything in which I did not
believe.

But I will go one step further and say
that I think that many earnest men do great
harm to the causes they advocate, because
they treat ideas so heavily, and divest them
of their charm. One of the reasons why
virtue and goodness are not more attractive
is because they get into the hands of
people without lightness or humour, and
even without courtesy; and thus the pur-
suit of virtue seems not only to the young,
but to many older people, to be a boring
occupation, and to be conducted in an
atmosphere heavy with disapproval, with
dreariness and dulness and tiresomeness